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Urban Animals

Did You Know?

Think About It

Do It Yourself!
Academic Knowledge
Emotional Intelligence
The Arts

Systems:
Making the Connections

Capacity to Implement
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This Fable Is Inspired by 31
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Dq raccoon and a cockroach meet in Central Park for an
afternoon chat. The weather is fine, with thousands of people
walking about the fountains and trees. The raccoon says,

(11

?eople like to study Nature in far away places where there
are no humans. But here in the centre of the city, who studies
us?”

“We are living proof that people and animals can happily
co-exist.”
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“I don’t think people want to live with you. Most of them
would prefer not to. Worse, all they can think of is killing you
instantly,” Raccoon says, laughing.

MBut they do live with me — whether they like it or not — in
cities that are hot, noisy, and polluted, full of cars, chemicals,
and stray animals. If anyone wants to study adapting to a
new world, then we are the best examples.”
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“gfes, people have built their cities out of concrete, asphalt,
steel and glass. They use a lot of water and energy, unlike
the plants that used to grow here and the animals that used
to thrive here.”

“?eople’s lives have changed for the worse. Finding work,
shelter and food is hard for many of them. They’re now
so used to chlorinated water and irradiated food; they’ve
forgotten the taste of pure water and healthy food.”

“Irradiated food? What is that?”
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“Food that has been X-rayed to stay fresh, and to Kill
parasites and bugs.”

41
eX—rays? That people use to look at broken bones?”
Raccoon asks.

- GQfes. Now people use it to keep food clean, and also fresh
for a long time.”
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MBut after a long time it cannot be fresh anymore! Where
have all the microorganisms gone they need for their gut
health? And what happens to the vitamins and the enzymes?”

“Gity people have to balance health with convenience. To
keep healthy and strong and lower the risk of illness they
need good things in their food.”

12
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cWeII, that doesn’t affect me. I’'m quite happy to live right
here, where | nest in their attics, close to a chimney or a hot
water pipe.”

11

I live in the narrow cracks and crevices behind refrigerators
and under sinks, or in the dark corners of drawers and
cabinets. But you, you are too big to hide there.”

1S
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“rfrue. You know, there’s more food here than we can find in
the wild. Many more raccoons live in cities and towns than
in the wild. We urban raccoons pity our rural brothers and
sisters who have to work hard to find food.”

“Here in the city our problem is not finding food but where
to leave our poop. Have you found a solution?” Cockroach
asks.

16
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@f course, it would be impossible to remain healthy if we
didn’t have toilets. Our nests are always clean, and we build
toilets for many different families in the area to share.”

19
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ccgmart! So do we, with fixed drop-off points. It is easy for
us, as we only poo and do not pee. People may think our
poop is smelly, but for us it means we know that we are all
of the same family.”

... AND IT HAS ONLY JUST BEGUN! ...

20
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r]_9here are more than 5,000 species of
cockroaches that live in their natural
habitats like woods, tropical forests and
even in deserts. Only the American and the
German cockroach are considered urban
pests.
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querican cockroaches live outdoors
in warmer climates. They can be found
around garbage, trees and wood. These
cockroaches “mass migrate” when there
are heavy rains and can overrun a whole
building to survive.

W 336-3RTT “FHR” indd 22

22

EMNERESERIESIE
BIFSh, TRUERIR. AR
AREKBEEHRBEANT. FAMEY,
XLER = “AMRTER"
RNTEE, elNIUSRENR
ERo

2023/12/25 B 16:49:50 (




il

bq community of American cockroaches
can have around 5,000 members. These
cockroaches live off stale bread or rotten
fruit, paper, clothing, even hair and the
sweat left in old shoes.

N/

(%erman cockroaches spend most of their
time hiding. This cockroach cannot live
without humans and our modern lifestyle.
A single female can lay 10,000 eggs in one
year.
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Bgaccoons are vocal animals, making up
to 200 different sounds to communicate
with each other. The sounds vary from
purring, chittering, growling, snarling,
screeching, hissing and whimpering.

Bgaccoons have latrines, always on the
same spot, away from where they sleep or
eat. Several communities of raccoons with
different territories may well use the same
toilets.
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B@ccoons live in chimneys, garages,
attics, garden sheds, and under porches
and decks. They look for warm and safe
spaces to protect their families from urban
predators like coyotes.

Bgaccoons have a high 1Q, ranking after
primates. Raccoons solve problems with
their hands and learn from experience.
They were used for lab tests but this was
discontinued, as they are too smart and
strong-willed.
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Bsaccoons build communal toilets?

Gockroaches build communities of 5,000
members?

Bgaccoons are just about as smart as
primates?

Must we choose between quality,
freshness and health risks?
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Excluding pets, which urban animals do
you have in your city or neighbourhood?
Make a list of all the animals that have
followed people to the city and have taken
up residence next to us. Some of these
may be considered pests, while others
are welcomed. Now find out how they live
and what they eat. Is it very different from
their lifestyle in the wild? Write a report and
share your information with your friends
and family members, educating them on
the increasing population and diversity of
urban animals.
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