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&q goanna and an ant are roaming the hot, dry Australian

outback. All of a sudden the ant jumps back and screams
loudly, shaking its body.

6
I see the devil!”

(11
rfhere is no such thing as a devil,” the goanna calmly
responds. “Your imagination has run wild.”
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“I swear it was the devil himself. You should have seen him
— with two heads and spiky horns.”

“®h, stop it! What you saw was the thorny devil. It is simply
a lizard living around here. That’s all.”
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“First you tell me there is no such thing as a devil, then you
tell me what | saw is a thorny devil. So | am right, | did see
the devil!”

(13
you are right and you are wrong.”

(11
I’ve never heard such a stupid answer in my life! Tell me
what is going on, please.”
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(13
Look, you saw a lizard, one that is called a devil, but
definitely is not.”

“What does this lizard think of being called a devil?”

“Who knows? That spiky lizard you mistook for a devil
loves to eat ants. Just so you know.”
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“But that devil had two heads.”

that is a fake head it uses to scare off predators like me,
who love to eat them. It doesn’t work on me, though. I just
gobble it up, even when it puffs itself up, full of air to appear
twice its size.”

12
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“bqh, so you are the devil to the devil?” Ant asks.

“What’s in a name? Just call me, the big lizard, Goanna.
Call the spiky small lizard Thorny Devil. And you, well, you’re
called Ant.”

11
GDo you really eat your smaller lizard brother? Is that not
cannibalism?”

1S
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“Look, no offence, but if | have a choice between eating
plants, ants or another lizard, by and large, I'll choose the
juicy lizard. This is a very dry country and who would want
to eat food as dry as you?”

rfhat thorny devil has spikes, just like the thorns on roses.
Don’t these spikes all over its body make it difficult for you
to swallow it?”
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“I don’t mind. In spite of its looks, a thorny devil is juicy, full
of moisture.”

14

F’ull of moisture? How is that possible? We live in a desert
where everyone has to conserve water to the last drop to
survive.”

thorny devils are water smart, the best water engineers
ever. They suck the tiniest drops of dew into their body,
even absorbing water through their feet into their mouths.
No water goes to waste.”

19

W 329-Z i H.indd 19 2023/12/25 W 16:59:32 (




BT, ENRRKITR, MIRERIZEAN. {RE
RER, ~

“IRYEERBITEXTHEHR, BRI RRKITRZ
Sh, XEWB—OSEEIZERTLEORBYE, " EWR

Eo
“BTRL, XEERAMIEDO SR, XLZRIMI5HL2
BR! 7

(11
%o, they are water wizards, and you love to eat them.
Shame on you.”

Sfou are not going to like this, but apart from being water
wizards, these lizards will eat thousands of ants in one go,”
Goanna says with a smile.

“go, for us ants, these spiky lizards are indeed the devil!”
... AND IT HAS ONLY JUST BEGUN! ...

20
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rfhorny lizards only eat ants. Finding an
ant trail, they sit and wait for their prey
to walk right by them. As the ant column
arrives, they use their sticky tongue to
capture them before crushing their chitin
with sharp teeth.
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r]_Qhe thorny devil is covered with spikes,
like the thorns of a rose. They can pump
their body full of air. These two defence
mechanisms greatly limit the kind of
predator that can eat and swallow the
lizard.
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r]_Qhe thorny devil has a site in their burrows
reserved as a toilet, separate from where
they eat and rest. This lizard hibernates
when itis cold, and estivates in the summer
heat, hiding in its burrow.
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When threatened the lizard will freeze,
but it can also take off at a dazzling speed.
The thorny devil usually walks slowly but
has been recorded to run at 60 km per
hour.
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(%oannas are giant lizards that burrow
into termite mounds to lay their eggs.
The termites rebuild their nest around the
eggs, keeping them safe and at a constant
temperature.

(_%oannas walk slowly but are fast runners.
To gain speed they sprint upright over
short distances, using their hind legs. They
also stand up to scare off predators and to
look around from a higher vantage point.
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(%oannas have venom like snakes do,
but not enough to harm people. They eat
anything they can swallow in one piece
right away. They like crocodile eggs.
Bacteria in their mouths cause an infection
if bitten.

(_%oannas can live for up to 40 years. Even
though they are members of the lizard
family, they cannot regrow their tail. Scared
goannas can mistake people for trees and
try to climb up them to safety.
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Is there such a thing as a devil? ﬁtﬁ%%ﬂ%q
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