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Praying or Preying?
Gunter Pauli
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Praying or Preying?
Did You Know?

Think About It

Do It Yourself!
Academic Knowledge
Emotional Intelligence
The Arts

Systems:
Making the Connections

Capacity to Implement
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Oq termite is observing the patience with which a praying
mantis is stalking his prey, a hummingbird. She is amazed
by the audacity of the mantis trying to catch a bird. He is,
after all, only an insect.

6}{ey, you are switching roles! Birds catch insects, and

now you, the insect, are trying to catch the bird,” the termite
comments.
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‘Who says | cannot catch a little bird for my lunch? | have
done it before and will do it again,” Mantis says with great
confidence.

“What a big ego you have! Tell me, with your hands in that
position, are you meditating to clear your mind or praying,
calling upon deities for help?”
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“Look, when | fold my front legs this way people think I’'m
praying. The word in English for what | am really doing,
preying, sounds exactly the same. But, there is a huge
difference in meaning,” Mantis laughs.

“Indeed, you should be called the ‘preying’ mantis! You must
have good control over your nerves to attack something so
much bigger than yourself.”
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Well, I’m just doing what | am supposed to do to survive.
| live for a whole year, you know. | must eat regularly — and
be very patient to survive.”

(11

It’s quite a struggle to stay alive in this ever-changing world.
Is it true that you are equipped with unique 3-D vision?”
Termite asks.

“I am the only insect that has full 3-D sight, but it is very
special — | only see things that move. | only eat fresh food,
so my brain only puts together the little pixels that show me
what | like.”
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“you mean you don’t see your prey when it stands still?
Impressive! Your brain only makes you see what you need
to see. I'm sure people wish they could do that with all the
advertising with which they are being bombarded.”

(11
&qnother surprise is that | have two stereo eyes, just like
people, but only one ear.”
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“guper—efﬁcient again! When one ear does the job, why
have two, right?”

“bqnd, | only hear ultrasound,” Mantis adds.

c%o you are deaf to all other sounds?”

1S
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Galling me deaf? That’s not quite true. | only hear what |
need to hear. When bats get closer | hear their echolocation
sounds buzzing louder and louder. That’s when | go into a

tailspin to dive and escape.”
&qnd do you escape every time?”
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“Usually | do, but | guarantee you that when | am snapped
at by a bat, | will put up a vicious fight.”

‘Mantis, you are truly impressive, with your stealth
attacking strategies clearly worked out. As far as escaping a
bat, surely you are exaggerating?”
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“When | bite into a bat’s lip, ripping some flesh out, making
it bleed and hurt, the bat is taken by surprise and lets me
go. Never underestimate the tiny ones, who are smart and
determined to live life to the fullest!”

... AND IT HAS ONLY JUST BEGUN! ...
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Most mantis species have only one ear
located between their mid and hind legs.
They only hear high frequency sounds like
the echolocation calls of bats. This is not
partial deafness, but resource efficiency.

We see in 3-D by putting together an
image in our brain comparing what one
eye sees with the other. Praying mantis
brains only stitch together motion, as the
image doesn’t matter. They only want to
eat fresh food.
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@ne of the earliest mantis references can
be found in the ancient Chinese dictionary
Erya, which gives it attributes in poetry,
where the mantis represents courage and
fearlessness.

gome mantis species resemble flowers
convincingly enough to attract prey trying to
collect pollen and nectar, only to be eaten.
Some mantises make rhythmic, repetitive
movements resembling windblown vegetation.
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ancient Greek and Egyptian civilizations
gave the mantis supernatural powers.
Today, the mantis is the most popular

insect to be kept as a pet.

rfhe mantis is the only insect able to
move its head (180°) without moving the
body. It can jump like a cat, with extreme
precision, contorting its body mid-air to
land on specific and difficult targets.
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Would you fight back when threatened l:“l{ﬂ"?&%%ﬁj(ﬂ'ﬂ{%ﬂ]%%@
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Dqsk friends and family what they know
about the mantis. Does the insect inspire
people, create fear, or leave them
untouched? Now tell them a story that
contains some of the surprising facts about
these insects: they have eyes that see in
three dimensions, can jump like a cat, and
even turn logic around by hunting birds
instead of birds hunting them! Has your
storytelling succeeded in them changing
their opinion on the mantis? Report your
findings to friends and family members.
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